
Travelling and staying in the United Kingdom

Travelling by train

Getting around the UK by train is certainly the quickest mode of transport, and it can also be surprisingly cheap. 
Train tickets in the UK can be bought through the National Rail website (www.nationalrail.co.uk). Be aware, though, 
that National Rail is  not the same thing as the SNCF: the railway routes in the UK are privatised. Different 
companies run different parts of the network; services are operated by companies like ‘First Great Western’, ‘South 
West Trains’, and ‘East Midland’.

Consider ‘purchasing’  a 16 - 25 railcard: for a one-off fee of 
£28, you get one-third off all your train fares. This can pay 
for itself in just two or three journeys!

When on the National Rail  website, enter your departure 
point (‘from’) and destination (‘to’), as well as your 
departure time. Don’t forget to add your 16 - 25 railcard, if 
you have one (see right). Upon clicking ‘go’, you should see 
a list of all the trains, as well as their prices. (Be aware that 
big cities, like London and Manchester, will often have 
more than one station.)

Other modes of transport

There are plenty of other ways of getting around the UK, if the train doesn’t suit your budget or your needs. 
National Express is the English equivalent of the iDBUS, and can often be a lot cheaper than the train, especially 
when booked in advance. (Their website is at www.nationalexpress.com.)  For getting around London, there’s 
obviously the London Underground, also known as the ‘Tube’ (www.tfl.gov.uk/tube), although it’s worth noting that 
there are overground trains through London as well.

Be aware that you aren’t allowed to hire a car; the minimum age for this is usually 23. You could, however, try a  lift-
sharing website such as Carpooling (www.carpooling.co.uk), which will be familiar to anyone who’s used 
Covoiturage before.

Where to stay, and how to avoid spending a fortune

Since your budget is fairly small, you probably won’t be able to afford to stay in an expensive hotel. There are, 
however, some very good cheap hotels in the UK. Several ‘budget hotel’ chains exist, in a  similar style to  ibis  in 
France: the best-known are Travelodge (www.travelodge.co.uk) and Premier Inn (www.premierinn.com). You could 
also consider a youth hostel (auberge de jeunesse): many are members of the Youth Hostels Association 
(www.yha.org.uk).

One piece of advice: do  not stay in London if you can avoid it. Prices there are very expensive, and since you only 
have to  spend one day in London it may well be cheaper to stay elsewhere and ‘commute’  into London for that 
day.
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