
MAHATMA GANDHI

Indian nationalist leader Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, more commonly 
known as Mahatma Gandhi, was born on October 2, 1869, in Porbandar, 
Kathiawar, India. He studied law in London, England, but in 1893 went to 
South Africa, where he spent 20 years opposing ____________ legislation 
against Indians. As a pioneer of Satyagraha, or resistance through mass 
non-violent civil ____________ , he became one of the major political and 
spiritual leaders of his time. Satyagraha remains one of the most potent 
philosophies in freedom struggles throughout the world today.

In 1914, Gandhi returned to India, where he supported the Home Rule 
movement, and became leader of the Indian National Congress, 
advocating a policy of non-violent non-cooperation to achieve 
independence. His goal was to help poor farmers and laborers protest 
____________ taxation and discrimination. He struggled to ____________ 
poverty, liberate women and put an end to caste discrimination, with the 
ultimate objective being self-rule for India.

Following his civil disobedience campaign, he was jailed for conspiracy. In 
1930, he led a ____________ 320km march to the sea to collect salt in 
symbolic ____________ of the government monopoly. After independence, 
in 1947, he tried to stop the Hindu-Muslim conflict in Bengal, a policy which 
led to his assassination in Delhi by Nathuram Godse, a Hindu fanatic.

Even after his death, Gandhi's commitment to non-violence and his belief in 
simple living -- making his own clothes, eating a vegetarian diet, and using 
fasts for self-purification as well as a means of protest -- have been a 
____________ of hope for oppressed and ____________ people throughout 
the world.
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ABORIGINES THEN AND NOW

The first British ____________ arrived in Australia in 1770, and eight years 
later the first permanent settlements were set up. This marked the 
beginning of a concerted effort of colonisation. Controversially, at the time 
Australia was declared to be terra nullis -- ____________ -- meaning that the 
natives already living there had very few rights. A low point for Aboriginal 
rights came in 1901, when Australia became a semi-independent state: 
natives were not counted in the census, and discrimination against them 
was ____________ in the law. 

Since then, the situation has gradually improved: Aborigines are now 
recognised on the census as Australian citizens. In 1985, Uluru (formerly 
Ayers Rock) was returned to the Aborigines, and in 2008 the Prime Minister 
of Australia, Kevin Rudd, made a formal apology to the ‘Stolen 
____________’: those native children who had been kidnapped from their 
parents at a young age to help them ‘integrate’ into Australian society.

However, there are still many problems for Aborigines in modern-day 
Australia. One of the major challenges facing indigenous groups is land 
____________: many tribes have been displaced from their native homes, 
and the process to claim it back is extremely complex.

Health statistics for Aborigines are shocking: although their access to 
healthcare has improved, life ____________ is frequently 20 years below the 
national average. There is also talk of a ‘ticking ____________ bomb’ of 
mental health problems amongst natives, since many Aborigines choose 
not to seek help.

Education is also an issue for Aborigines: they frequently ____________ in 
school, and as a result experience high unemployment. The exploitation 
under from the British Empire is taking a long time to disappear.
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APARTHEID

South Africa gained independence from the United Kingdom in 1910. Prior 
to this, it had been a part of the British Empire, which had engaged in 
several bloody wars with black natives to ____________ the land. 
Independence, however, was not the ____________ for equality that some 
may have hoped for: instead, the opposite happened.

____________, or separation of groups according to their ethnicity, was 
enforced after independence, but in 1948 the election of the Nationalist 
Party led to it being enshrined in law. Several laws were passed which 
____________ discrimination: black South Africans were no longer allowed 
to marry a white person, attend the same schools as whites, or enter areas 
that were described as ‘____________-only’.

During this time, blacks suffered from almost constant ____________. As 
Ernest Cole, an activist, described it: ‘One third of all crimes committed in 
1964 were crimes that only a black person could commit -- by being in the 
wrong place, at the wrong time, with the wrong papers’. 

Initially, there was very little reaction to this from the international 
community. The spur for change was the 1976 Soweto Uprising, which saw 
police firing bullets at a crowd of protestors. In November 1977, the United 
Nations began to act, launching arms ____________ and sanctions.

The pressure eventually proved too much for the South African 
government, and in 1989 ____________ opposition leaders began to be 
released from prison. In 1994, Nelson Mandela was elected President.
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