
“Mosquito device divides opinion” (Robert)
BBC News, 12th February 2008

A high-pitched device that is generally only heard by people under the 

age of 25 and used to disperse groups of youths is causing controversy. 

Amid calls in England and Scotland for a ban on the Mosquito device, a 

shopkeeper and a teenager give their points of view.

Robert Gough, shopkeeper

The problem we have is large gangs of youths that congregate in the 

entrance way - hanging around, drinking, and I know other narcotics can be 

involved. It ranges from them being annoying to intimidating customers 

and staff to outright physical assault. One customer has been mugged for 

their alcohol, and in the time I have been here there have been three 

occasions where someone has tried to stab me.

The Mosquito has reduced the problem massively. It still happens, but 

nowhere near the same amount. It has had a positive effect. Customers 

have praised us for it. It's the hardest problem to deal with. With a 

shoplifter you confront them and they either run off or they stay while you 

wait for the police. But when you have a gang of youths there's always 

going to be someone who, surrounded by the mates and showing off, will 

escalate the situation. 

Even if they ban the use of the device I am going to continue to use it, it's 

just so important, there's no way I could do without it now.  
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“Mosquito device divides opinion” (Barry)
Rebecca Grant, The Guardian (16th July 2010)

A high-pitched device that is generally only heard by people under the 

age of 25 and used to disperse groups of youths is causing controversy. 

Amid calls in England and Scotland for a ban on the Mosquito device, a 

shopkeeper and a teenager give their points of view.

Barry, Teenage Campaigner

I don't like it because it is discriminatory towards young people. Because it 

only targets people under the age of 25, which could mean any young 

person. In our campaign, we are targeting anyone who agrees with the 

Mosquito device, to try and change their opinion so that they agree with us, 

because frankly I just think they're terrible. If it was aimed at adults then 

everyone would be upset about it, but because it's young people no-one 

really cares. There's adults who cause trouble as well, there a lot of anti-

social behaviour caused by adults outside pubs when they come out as 

well.

I know that anti-social behaviour is a problem but I just don't believe that 

Mosquito devices are the way to tackle it. There isn't enough to do. Where I 

live there's a youth club that's only on one night a week. If it was on every 

night of the week then we'd have more to do. We need to have more youth 

agencies, more places for young people to go to just sit and have fun with 

their friends. Play pool, watch TV, play computer games and stuff. I do 

believe that is a good idea.

I just don't think adults remember what it's like anymore. Times have 

changed.
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